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WELCOME BELOVED MEMBERS OF LEADERSHIP 100

With paternal love, blessings, and high esteem,

† DEMETRIOS
Archbishop of America

thWelcome beloved members of Leadership 100 to our 25  Annual Conference, which actually occurs 32 years since the 
founding of the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund by Archbishop Iakovos of Blessed Memory. I am 
told that it took six years before the Leadership 100 membership reached the critical mass to justify a full conference. How 
times have changed! Now we have difficulty in accommodating all who wish to attend. The membership grows each year 
thanks to the dedication of the Executive Committee, Board of Trustees, Officers, and Staff, while the grants in support of 
the National Ministries of the Archdiocese have grown dramatically.

The dedicated service of members who are mindful of their philanthropic commitment to our Church and Community is a 
testimony to faithfulness and purpose at a time when we are beset by lack of responsibility.

We face challenges today that are daunting, whether we look at the problems we face as a 
nation, or at the pressures on our Ecumenical Patriarchate, the economic crisis in 
Greece, the refugee crisis engulfing Europe, the Middle East and Africa, or the 
persistence of conflict and the persecution of Christians, also in the Middle East and 
Africa.

No one organization can, of course, adequately address this suffering, but as 
Christians we must make every effort to find in our hearts the compassion for those 
who are affected, and make every attempt to find the resources to respond in 
whatever way we can.

Leadership 100 has always demonstrated the vision to move boldly at such times of 
crisis, first and foremost, supporting the Church and its ministries to the faithful 
and those in need. This was most apparent in the aftermath of September 11, 
Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, and the earthquakes and fires in Greece. 
Leadership 100 also has demonstrated a vision for the future, most recently 
evidenced by its support of the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox National Shrine. 
At the same time, it has enabled our youth to attend our Church Summer Camps, 
our seminarians at Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of Theology to enter the 
priesthood, and our Clergy to fulfill their ministries.

My own ministry, now honored as Geron with our Holy Archdiocese elevated to 
Gerontiki Eparchy of the Ecumenical Throne by His All Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew and the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, is further testimony to your faithfulness and that of the entire 
Church in America. By the grace of God and His unlimited mercies we have 
grown in faith and commitment to a maturity of responsible apostolic 
action that has transformed so many lives and institutions.

We will continue to witness disruptions in our nation and in our world 
despite our best efforts. Yet we must be mindful that despite the 
burdens in this life, our collective action as the Body of Christ 
sows the seeds of faith, hope and love. We always remember 
what the Lord Jesus Christ said to all His disciples: “In the 
world you shall have tribulation. But be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world (John 16:33).

Let us then be joyful in our fellowship as we gather together 
to do the work of the Lord, and in our lives and in the lives of 
our families and friends, follow His example. May God 
continue to bless you abundantly as you grow in your faith 
and service in the New Year.



thWELCOME TO THE 25  ANNUAL 
LEADERSHIP 100 CONFERENCE

thWelcome to Arizona and the 25  Annual Conference of the 
Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund. 
Our membership now stands at 985 with 32 new 
additions in 2015; fulfilled memberships total 572. 
Furthermore, our grants to date total $42,342,163, which 
represents our real purpose and stated mission of 
“supporting, seeding and nurturing programs under the 
National Ministries of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, establishing and supporting programs which 
advance Orthodoxy and Hellenism.” That we have been 
faithful to the mission for over four decades is testimony 
to the dedication and philanthropic spirit of you our 
members.

When we gather together annually, it is important to keep 
our mission in mind as we enjoy the fellowship, the 
programs and the activities. We are a joyful people with a 
seriousness of purpose who share the faith, values and 
heritage bequeathed to us. In that spirit, we begin our 
Conference with an Opening Forum led by the new 
President of Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of 
Theology, the V. Rev. Christopher T. Metropulos, 
followed by the traditional Bible Study of His Eminence 
Archbishop Demetrios.

The Thursday afternoon Hellenism Forum will feature a 
special presentation on the Benaki Museum by Pavlos 
Yeroulanos, who served as Greece’s Minister for Culture 
and Tourism. There will be an official opening and 
Agiasmos service in the evening for the Benaki Exhibits, 
which will inaugurate their tour of the United States. 
Another highlight is once again the “Symphony at Sunset” 
concert conducted by Peter Tiboris. We are most grateful 
to Michael and Kay Johnson for their generosity in 
underwriting this event. Thursday evening will conclude 
with an Outdoor Welcome Reception. The program on 
Friday will begin with the General Assembly, followed by 
a lecture by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios. The 
Business Forum will feature a prominent member of 
Leadership 100, James M. Orphanides, Partner and 
President of Centurion Holdings LLC. We will also once 
again enjoy the Friday evening Greek Glendi. The 
Saturday events will include a Special Forum in the 
morning conducted by Eleni Tsakopoulos-Kounalakis, 
former U.S. Ambassador to Hungary, who has published a 
book on her experiences in that post.

At the Grand Banquet on Saturday evening, the 
Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Award for Excellence 
will be presented to the worthy recipients. Our conference 
will come to an end with the Sunday morning Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy at the Holy Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix. I 
hope you will attend as many of these events as possible 
and, most especially, make every effort to attend the 
Sunday Liturgy so that we may worship together as one 
family and thank the Almighty God for our countless 
blessings.

I look forward to greeting you during the Conference and 
joining with you to review the achievements of the past 
year, commit to the goals for the future and celebrate our 
fellowship of faith and friendship.

George S. Tsandikos

Chairman

Warmest regards,

George S. Tsandikos



The Hellenism Forum on Thursday, 
February 18, 2016 will feature a 
presentation by Pavlos Yeroulanos, 
Greece’s former Minister for Culture 
and Tourism, along with exhibits from 
the Benaki Museum of Athens. 
Yeroulanos is the great-grandson of 
the museum’s founder, Antonis 
Benakis .  The  Benaki  Museum 
exhibits, mounted at the Museum’s 
expense prior to a United States tour, 
will comprise 40-50 exact replicas 
from the museum illustrating Greek 
art from the pre-historic to the 
contemporary period, a replica of the 
notable St. Nicholas Icon, and the 
original album of photographs from 
the first modern Olympic Games held 
in Athens in 1896. The Exhibits will 
open with an Agiasmos (blessing) by 
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios 
of America.

The Benaki Museum is the only 
museum in the world that covers the 
history and art of Greek Civilization 
from pre-historic times until today. 
The mission of the Benaki is to 
safeguard and promote Greek culture, 
to study the links between periods of 
Hellenism and their interaction with 
neighboring cultures, and to provide 
visitors, students and scholars with a 
comprehensive narrative of the Greek 
impact on world history.

Antonis Benakis, who 
founded the Museum in 
1930 and donated it to the 
Greek state in 1931, was a 
Greek of the diaspora, a 
true internationalist. His 
legacy and his family’s 
vision of a new and greater 
Greece is as alive today as 
i t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h e 
Museum’s founding. His 
commitment to Greece, its 
people and its heritage will 
continue to guide the 

actions and set the priorities of the 
Museum for many years to come.

Through time, the Benaki Museum 
has become a depository of trust for 
b o t h  G r e e k  c o l l e c t o r s  a n d 
philanthropists from many nations, 
who have enriched and expanded its 
c o l l e c t i o ns  and  s u p p o rt e d  i t s 
programs. Today, the museum is 
composed of five different museums 
which display more than 500,000 
artifacts, four research centers and 
unique archives that house 130,000 
b o o k s ,  p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  r a r e 
documents, 500,000 photographic 
n e g a t i v e s ,  5 0 , 0 0 0  o r i g i n a l 
p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  n u m e r o u s 
documents and records that relate to 
h i s t o r y ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  t h e 
performing arts. The third most 
popular museum destination in 
Athens, after the Acropolis and the 
N e w  A c r o p o l i s  M u s e u m ,  i t s 
international reputation places the 
Benaki among the most respected 
cultural institutions worldwide.

The main themes of the Museum’s 
p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  e m b r a c e 
Archaeology, Byzantine and Post-
Byzantine Culture, Neo-Hellenic Art 
and Material Culture, European Art, 
Islamic Art, World Cultures, Design, 

Architecture, Photography, Music, 
Theatre, History and Literature. Main 
C o l l e c t i o n s  i n c l u d e  G r e e k 
Civilization, Islamic Art, Chinese 
Pottery and a Library holding the 
largest collection of books operating 
in a museum in Greece. Archives 
include the Photographic Archives, 
the Neo-Hellenic  Architecture 
Archives, the Historical Archives and 
the Performing Arts  Archives. 
Departments include Conservation 
and Information Technology.

The Museum welcomes over 150,000 
visitors per year and offers a wide 
range of educational and cultural 
activities for all ages. With a breadth 
and variety of collections that sets it 
apart and a range of activities serving 
various social needs, the Benaki 
Museum is best described not as a 
historical museum, an art museum or 
a museum of decorative arts, but as a 
museum of Greek Civilization that 
brings Hellenic Culture into dialogue 
with world cultures.

In response to the economic crisis in 
Greece, the Benaki has renewed its 
commitment to vigorously promote 
Greece and Hellenism around the 
world and has refocused its energy to 
advance a new and positive narrative 
for the country and the continuing 
significance of Greek culture. To do 
so, the museum has opened a branch 
in Melbourne, Australia and has 
designed and is executing a long-term 
presence in the United States. The 
Museum wants all Hellenes, pan-
Hellenes and people everywhere to 
reconnect with or learn of the 
perennial contributions of the Greeks 
to al l  human endeavor and to 
understand that there is far more to 
the country than what has often been 
reported in the media.

FORUM ON HELLENISM
TO FEATURE BENAKI MUSEUM
PRESENTATION AND EXHIBITS
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Symphony at Sunset will be presented 
on Thursday, February 18, 2016 
through the generosity of Leadership 
100 members Michael  and Kay 
Johnson. The Phoenix Symphony will 
be conducted by Peter  Tiboris , 
Founder, General Director and Artistic 
Director of MidAmerica Productions 
and Festival of the Aegean, featuring 
Steven Moeckel, violin and Eilana 
Lappalainen, soprano, and with a 
special performance by Theodosia 
Roussos, soprano and folk artist. 

Greek American music director, 
conductor, and producer Peter Tiboris 
has enjoyed a worldwide career for 
more than forty years, of which the past 
thirty have been in New York City as 
founder and artistic director of 
MidAmerica  Product ions ,  wi th 
concerts in Carnegie Hall and Weill 
Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall. He is 
f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  M a n h a t t a n 
Philharmonic, Elysium Recordings, 
and the Festival of the Aegean in Syros, 
Greece. Since 1983, he has presented 
more than 1000 concerts worldwide, 
including 500 in historic Carnegie Hall, 
conducting many of them. He is also 
Music Director of the Pan-European 
Philharmonic, in Warsaw, Poland, and 
P r i n c i p a l  G u e s t  C o n d u c t o r  o f 
Collegium Symphonium Veneto in 
Padua, Italy. He has conducted nearly 
every major choral work as well as 
countless symphonic works and select 
operas in 20 countries, among them 
Mexico, Canada, Russia, Great Britain, 
Germany, Austria, Poland, Czech 

Republic, Italy, Portugal, Turkey, 
Egypt, and Israel. 

Eilana Lappalainen is a Finnish-
Canadian dramatic soprano and one of 
the most respected interpreters of 
Strauss’  Salome, which she has 
performed at opera houses throughout 
the world. She has also been acclaimed 
for performances in other leading 
operas, such as Lohengrin, Lulu, Der 
Rosenkavalier, Arabella, Jenufa, 
Madama Butterfly, Tosca, I Pagliacci, 
L a  T r a v i a t a ,  T u r n a n d o t ,  D o n 
G i o v a n n i  a n d  A i d a .  B e s i d e s 
performances on international stages, 
s h e  h a s  t a k e n  o n  e x t e n s i v e 
responsibilities as General Director of 
the Greek Opera Studio and Berlin 
Opera Studio, Artistic Director for the 
Opera Division of the Young Artists 
Festival Bayreuth, Associate Artistic 
Director of the International Festival of 
the Aegean and Artistic Administrator 
for MidAmerica Productions.

The acclaimed violinist Steven Moeckel 
performs regularly as soloist, chamber 
musician and as concertmaster of The 
Phoenix Symphony. He has appeared 
as soloist and concert artist throughout 
Europe, South America, and the United 
S t a t e s .  K n o w n  f o r  h i s  a r t f u l 
interpretations, rich sound, and 
technical prowess, his extensive 
command of the concerto repertoire 
i n c l u d e s  t h e  w o r k s  o f  E l g a r , 
Tchaikovsky, Mozart, Beethoven, 
Sibelius, Berg, and Ysaye. He held the 
Concertmaster position with The 
Tucson Symphony Orchestra from 
2002-2008.

 

Theodosia Roussos is an oboist, 
soprano and folk artist. As an oboist she 
has performed with the Boston 
Philharmonic and Mozart Classical 
Orchestra. As a folk artist, she has 
performed with Jackson Browne, 
Butch Morris and Niko Syropoulos. She 
regularly performs with her duo 
alongside guitarist Henry Garf, and as 
the lead singer of the Greek folk band 
Rozalia. She has a B.A. from UCLA and 
i s  current ly  a t tending  Ober l in 
Conservatory of Music.

The Phoenix Symphony is Arizona’s 
largest performing arts organization. 
Founded in 1947 as a part-time 
orchestra in a city of fewer than 
100,000 people, The Symphony has 
grown to become Arizona’s only full-
time symphony orchestra. The mission 
of The Phoenix Symphony is to provide 
the joy of music as a catalyst in helping 
Arizona to become the best place in 
America to work and live. Each season, 
The Phoenix Symphony offers awe-
inspiring Classics and Pops, one-of-a-
kind Specials and dynamic family 
concerts in downtown Phoenix and 
throughout central Arizona. The 
S y m p h o n y ’ s  E d u c a t i o n  a n d 
Community Engagement programs 
reach over 108,000 individuals each 
year with programs that ensure that 
any individual – regardless of means or 
b a c k g r o u n d  –  i s  g i v e n  e q u a l 
opportunity to develop skills and grow 
through imaginative, high quality 
musical experiences.

SYMPHONY AT SUNSET TO BE PRESENTED

Peter Tiboris

Steven Moeckel

Theodosia Roussos

Eilana Lappalainen



Eleni Tsakopoulos Kounalakis, a 
longtime member of Leadership 100, 
will address the Saturday Forum on 
February 20, 2016, on the subject of 
her recently published memoir, 
Madame Ambassador: Three Years of 
Diplomacy, Dinner Parties, and 
Democracy in Budapest. She served as 
U.S. Ambassador to Hungary from 
January 7, 2010 to July 20, 2013.

The memoir, released on May 5, 2015, 
recounts her experiences being vetted 
for the position with no background in 
diplomacy, attending an ambassador 
“charm school” and an intensive 

training session. However, in taking 
up her assignment in the former 
Soviet satellite, she feels that nothing 
could have prepared her for the 
realities of life in Hungary.

A property developer, Kounalakis is 
faced with organizing dinners and 
diplomatic meetings while her 
husband, Markos, a journalist, is 
d i s c o u r a g e d  f r o m  a t t e n d i n g 
diplomats’ spouses’ gatherings. Her 
children, meanwhile, are faced with 
unexpected challenges at a new 
school.

Politically active, Kounalakis served 
as a delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention four times. She 
and her husband founded two 
university chairs in Hellenic Studies, 
a t  G e o r g e t o w n  a n d  S t a n f o r d 
Universities, and a lecture series at 
the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars. She has been 
awarded the Medal of St. Paul by the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America.

AMBASSADOR ELENI TSAKOPOULOS KOUNALAKIS
TO ADDRESS SATURDAY FORUM

Ambassador Eleni Tsakopoulos Kounalakis



James M. Orphanides, a prominent 
member of Leadership 100, who 
became a Partner and the President of 
Centurion Holdings LLC in January 
of 2010, will speak at the Business 
Forum on Friday, February 19, 2016. 
Orphanides had served as Chairman 
Emeritus of First American Title 
Insurance Company of New York and 
a Director until the company merged 
with its Parent, First American Title 
Insurance Company in November 
2010. He worked for First American 
since 1992 in key executive positions 
and from 1996 through 2007 he was 
President, CEO and Chairman of the 
Board .  Pr ior  to  j o in ing  F irs t 

A m e r i c a n ,  O r p h a n i d e s  w a s  a 
Principal and President of Preferred 
Land Title Services, Inc. from 1982-
1992. He was an Executive at 
Commonwealth Land Title Insurance 
Company from 1979-1982 and an 
Executive at Chicago Title Insurance 
Company from 1972-1979. He is 
currently the Chairman and CEO of 
USRealty.com.

Orphanides has been actively involved 
in many not-for-profit organizations. 
He s i ts  on  the  Boards  o f  the 
Foundation for Medical Evaluation 
and Early Detection, Citizen Budget 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  C U N Y  T V 

Foundation. He is also a member of 
the Hellenic American Bankers 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( H A B A )  a n d  t h e 
Economic Club of New York; TPC 
Golf  Club at  Jasna Polana in 
Princeton, New Jersey; the Nassau 
Club in Princeton, New Jersey, The 
Williams Club, now a part of the 
Princeton Club of New York and The 
Metropolitan Club of New York.

Orphanides received a B.A. Degree 
from Heidelberg College and an M.A. 
Degree from Queens College of New 
York. Orphanides has three children 
and currently resides in Princeton, 
New Jersey with his wife Nora.

JAMES M. ORPHANIDES
TO SPEAK AT BUSINESS FORUM

James M. Orphanides
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